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Spring is upon us.  What does that mean?  

For some it means getting out more enjoying 

the weather, for others itôs spending time with 

family and taking a vacation.  What about the 

people that donôt have families in the area, or 

donôt have families at all?  What do they do?  

I think as the human race we take for granted 

everyday luxuries of being able to pick up a 

phone and call a relative, schedule an outing 

or a visit.  For those who have no one it is not 

that easy. They cannot just pick up a phone.   

So what can you do as an individual who 

wants to make a difference? 

 

Letôs start out first by figuring out who these 

individuals are.  Most of us already are aware 

just through casual interaction and neighborly 

communication.  From there itôs nothing 

more then taking an assertive effort as a con-

cerned neighbor to make a difference.  Find 

out through conversation,ò What is it they en-

joy?ò  For most it seems to be the company 

of others.  As a good neighbor, you could 

take a walk around the community, invite 

them over for lunch, and start up a group that 

encourages similar interest and activities.  

The main idea is be neighborly and enjoy the 

outdoors and people.   

 

The impact that this would have on an indi-

vidual can only be measured by the kindness 

you display.  We live in such a fast pace soci-

ety that has a tendency to overlook individu-

als.  So letôs do the opposite, slow down, take 

a break and befriend a neighbor you other-

wise would not know. Lead by example and 

show others the true meaning of compassion 

and I am sure it will become contagious! 

SPRING IS UPON US 



Maurice Price  
Community Safety Coordinator  
Meade Village, Stoney Hill & Burwood 

Gardens 
 

 

WET PANTS!  
Come with me to a 
third grade class-
room..... There is a 
nine-year-old kid sit-
ting at his desk and 
all of a sudden, there 

is a puddle between his feet 
and the front of his pants are 
wet. He thinks his heart is go-
ing to stop because he cannot 
possibly imagine how this has 
happened.  It's never happened 
before, and he knows that 
when the boys find out he will 
never hear the end of it. When 
the girls find out, they'll never 
speak to him again as long as 
he lives.  
The boy believes his heart is 
going to stop; he puts his head 
down and prays this prayer, 

ñDear God, this is an emer-
gency! I need help now! Five 
minutes from now I'm dead 
meat.ò 
He looks up from his prayer 
and here comes the teacher 
with a look in her eyes that 
says heôs has been discov-
ered.   
As the teacher is walking to-
ward him, a classmate named 
Susie is carrying a goldfish 
bowl that is filled with water. 
Susie trips in front of the 
teacher and inexplicably dumps 
the bowl of water in the boy's 
lap.   
The boy pretends to be angry, 
but all the while is saying to 
himself, ñThank you, Lord! 
Thank you, Lord!ò 
Now all of a sudden, instead of 
being the object of ridicule, the 
boy is the object of sympathy. 
The teacher rushes him down-
stairs and gives him gym shorts 
to put on while his pants dry 

out. All the other children are 
on their hands and knees 
cleaning up around his desk. 
The sympathy is wonderful. But 
as life would have it, the ridi-
cule that should have been his 
has been transferred to some-
one else - Susie.   
She tries to help, but they tell 
her to get out. ñYou've done 
enough, you klutz!ò  
Finally, at the end of the day, 
as they are waiting for the bus, 
the boy walks over to Susie 
and whispers, ñYou did that on 
purpose, didn't you?ò Susie 
whispers back, 'ñ wet my pants 
once too!ò 
Weôve all wet our pants at one 
time or another. A good 
neighbor will pour water on the 
clothes of his neighbor to help 
cover the stains of embarrass-
ment and mistakes. 
Whoôs Susie are you? Whoôs 
Susie will you be? 
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Community Safety SpotlightCommunity Safety SpotlightCommunity Safety Spotlight    
Toni Jordon 
Community Safety Coordinator 
Freetown Village, Pinewood Village, 

Pinewood East & Glen Square. 
 

ITôS UP TO YOU 
Accountability �± personal re-

sponsibility.   Itôs one of 
the cornerstones of an 

orderly society and it 
is something we ask 
of ALL residents.  Par-

ents, youôre accountable for 
your children.  You are respon-
sible for raising them and 
teaching them to be decent, 
respectful people.  If your kids 
are running wild, tearing up the 
property and getting into all 

kinds of trouble, YOU will be 
held accountable.   Ladies, if 
you decide to jeopardize your 
accommodations because you 
allow someone to live with you 
who isnôt on the lease, YOU are 
responsible for the family facing 
homelessness.   If you  allow 
friends, relatives, etc., to use or 
sell drugs on the property, or let 
banned persons visit in your 
home, YOU are to blame when 
your stuff ends up on the side-
walk. 
Access to public housing isnôt 
among your Constitutional 
Rights ï itôs a privilege ex-
tended to those in need.  There 
are thousands in need of the 

clean, safe and affordable 
housing opportunities offered 
by HCAAC.  If being account-
able and accepting responsibil-
ity for you and yours is too 
much for you to handle, do us 
all a favor and find someplace 
else to live.  We face a number 
of challenges in our communi-
ties and we canôt afford to let a 
few irresponsible individuals 
jeopardize this vital opportunity 
for those in genuine need.  We 
need residents who are com-
mitted and determined to make 
the well being of the community 
their personal RESONSIBIL-
ITY.  We need ACCOUNT-
ABILITY. 


